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Tanya Bonakdar Gallery is pleased to present ‘Microcarving’, the gallery’s second solo exhibition of 
new work by Jason Meadows.   
 
Jason Meadows illustrates three-dimensional space in sculpture that explores the potential for 
simultaneity in abstraction and representation.  Exploiting readily available, even modular, material 
(wood, paint, aluminum, plexiglass), Meadows brings generic characters and instant narratives to life 
as classical exercises in form.  Then, just as they are introduced and their roles are defined as 
elemental parts of greater composite narrative, they are obscured beneath a veil intersecting 
geometries.    
 
Beyond the formal exploration of space, Meadows uses the seven works that comprise the 
exhibition to address issues of scale, perspective and focus.  Creating a virtual landscape of 
figurative elements, Meadows provokes a shift of focus between detail and overall composition.  
Color is used in a way that is more painterly than planar –  not simply delineating space, but 
providing a complex visual surface.   Rather than using planes, shapes and color in a pure, almost 
minimal way, there is a more intense exploration of surface detail.  Though the palette remains 
relatively simple, consisting of primary and secondary colors, there is an element of painterliness that 
breaks up the simple geometry into a microcosmic universe of variation. In one work, writings in 
black magic marker and even a polaroid photograph are used as surface compositional elements.  
In this sense, no work can be absorbed or perceived in full from any one perspective.  
 
This discourse between overall composition and detail can be applied to the individual works, or the 
exhibition as a whole.   One of the works, a large modular plexi construction exists simultaneously as 
a geometric sculpture, a room divider, a lense and a frame for each of the other individual pieces 
that surround it.   Mathematical systems provide a larger framework and connectivity between the 
various forms and objects in the show.  In a larger sense, each work further serves as a 
compositional element, or character in a virtual environment, wherein even the visitor becomes just 
one player within the scene.  
 
Recent group shows featuring Jason Meadows’ work include Now is the Time, Dorsky Gallery, New 
York; Off theWall, Gallery 400, University of Illinois at Chicago, August 21-September 22, 2001; 
Brown, The Approach, London, July 5 – August ; Locating Drawing, Lawing Gallery, Houston, TX; 
Mise en Scene, CCAC, San Francisco, CA. 
 
 
 


